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Detailed Action 

1. This Office Action is responsive to the Preliminary Amendment filed on 
10/21/2004. Claims 5-7, 9, 11, 15-17, 19, 21-24 and 27 have been amended. Claims 
28-32 have been added as new claims. Claims 1-32 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. JP 2002- 
121505, filed on 04/23/2002. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statements (IDSes) submitted on 10/21/2004 and 
01/21/2005 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 



4. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
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requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

7. As to claims 1-32, it appears that claims 1-32 would reasonably be interpreted by 
one of ordinary skill as a system of "software per se", failing to fall within a statutory 
category of invention. Applicant's disclosure contains no explicit and deliberate 
definition for the term "means", and in the context of the disclosure and claims in 
question, one of ordinary skill would reasonably interpret the "means" as software 
applications. As such, the system of "means" alone is not a machine, and it is clearly 
not a process, manufacture nor composition of matter. Thus, the claims are not limited 
to statutory subject matter and are therefore nonstatutory. 



Application/Control Number: 10/512,057 
Art Unit: 2141 



Page 4 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Makoto (JP 2000-224673). 

10. As to claim 1, Makoto teaches a device control management apparatus, 
comprising: 

first communication means (remote control commanders 5A-5C) connected to 
each of communication devices (each of video sources 6A-6C) via each of first 
communication paths (Makoto, Fig. 1 and paragraphs [0014] and [0024]; 

second communication means (subunits 2A-2C) connected to each of controlled 
devices (each remote controls 1A-1C) via each of second communication paths 
(Makoto, Fig. 1 and paragraphs [0014] and [0024]); and 

control right management means (network box/management section 4) for 
managing a control right that is set between the communication device connected to the 
first communication means and the controlled devices connected to the second 
communication means (acquisition or release of operation of each of video sources 6A- 
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6C and the right of priority of each remote controls 1A-1C via each subunits 2A-2C is 
controlled by the network box/management section 4) (Makoto, Fig. 1 and paragraphs 
[0014] and [0024]. 

11. As to claim 2, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as set 
forth in claim 1, wherein the control right management means is capable of obtaining or 
releasing the control right, which allows the communication device connected to the first 
communication means to control the controlled device, connected to the second 
communication means, as management of the control right (Makoto, Fig. 1 and 
paragraphs [0026-0039]). 

12. As to claim 3, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as set 
forth in claim 1, comprising communication management means for detecting a 
communication condition of at least one of the first communication path and the second 
communication path (detecting a user operates the remote control 1A to send out the 
infrared remote control signal 10 to the subunit 2A), wherein the control right 
management means is capable of changing a setting of the control right in accordance 
with variation of the communication condition detected by the communication 
management means (information, i.e., ID, peculiar to the subunit 2A is added to the 
remote control signal 10, it is made the remote control signal 30 which is sent to the 
network box/management section 4 to set the control right of the remote control 1A to 
the video source 6A) (Makoto, Fig. 1 and paragraphs [0026-0027] and [0034-0039]). 
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13. As to claim 4, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as set 
forth in claim 3, wherein in case where the communication management means detects 
that a communication of at least one of the first communication path and the second 
communication path is cut off (wherein the network box 4 detects the release bit 43 from 
the control signal 40), the control right management means releases the control right 
between the communication device and the controlled device that communicate with 
each other via said at least one of the first communication path and the second 
communication path (in release of a right of priority, the network box 4 cancels the 
operation of control to the video source 6A from other subunit 2A-2C) (Makoto, Fig. 1 
and paragraphs [0034-0039]). 

14. As to claim 5, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as set 
forth in claim 3, wherein in case where the communication management means detects 
that a communication of at least one of the first communication path and the second 
communication path is established (detecting the command control signal 40 from 
subunit 2A), the control right management means establishes the control right between 
the communication device and the controlled device that communicate with each other 
via said at least one of the first communication path and the second communication 
path (information, i.e., ID, peculiar to the subunit 2A is added to the remote control 
signal 10, it is made the remote control signal 30 which is sent to the network 
box/management section 4 to set the control right of the remote control 1A to the video 
source 6A) (Makoto, Fig. 1 and paragraphs [0034-0039]). 
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15. As to claim 6, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as set 
forth in claim 3, wherein in case where the setting of the control right is changed, the 
control right management means notifies how the control right is changed to the 
communication device or the controlled device that is connected to the other of the first 
communication path and the second communication path (when it is the command 
control signal 40 as a result of distinction of the kind of data, the network box 4 
distinguishes whether right-of-priority inclusion or the release bit 43 is acquisition of a 
right-of-priority, or it is release and then the right-of-priority can be granted to a specific 
subunit) (Makoto, Fig. 1 and paragraphs [0034-0039]). 

16. As to claims 7-8, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as 
set forth in claim 1 , comprising setting input means which is capable of inputting the 
setting of the control right not via the first communication means, wherein 
in case where the setting input means inputs the setting of the control right, the control 
right management means prioritizes the setting of the control right that has been 
inputted (the remote controls 1A-1C inputs the setting of the control right and the 
network box/management section 4 prioritizes the setting of the control right that has 
been inputted) (Makoto, Fig. 1 and paragraphs [0017-0021]). 

17. As to claims 9-10, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as 
set forth in claim 1, comprising display means which is capable of displaying a setting 
condition of the control right, wherein the display means is capable of displaying a 
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relationship between the control right and the communication device having the control 
right as the setting condition (as well-know in the art, the network box/management 
section 4 and/or the remote controls 1A-1C could have a display monitor/panel for 
displaying the status/condition of the home network). 

18. As to claim 11, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein the second communication means and the controlled 
device are provided in the device control management apparatus (as well-known in the 
art, the subunits 2A-2C and the remote controls 1A-1C could be provided with and/or 
embedded/implemented as input buttons in the network box/management section 4). 

19. Claims 12-27 are corresponding device control management apparatus claims 
that contain similar limitations as claims 1-11; therefore, they are rejected under the 
same rationale. 

20. As to claim 28, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as 
set forth in claim 1, wherein the device control management apparatus confirms a 
control right condition set in the controlled device when relaying a controlled device 
operation command sent from the communication device, and the device control 
management apparatus stops sending the controlled device operation command sent 
from the communication device or an operation command corresponding to the 
controlled device operation command in case where a device other than the 
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communication device has the control right for the controlled device (in acquisition of a 
right of priority, the network box 4 forbids the operation to other subunit 2Bs and the 
video source 6A from subunit 2C) (Makoto, paragraphs [0038-0041]). 

21. As to claim 29, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as 
set forth in claim 28, wherein the device control management apparatus adds the 
control right for the controlled device to a communication device which has sent the 
controlled device operation command in case where no device has the control right for 
the controlled device (Makoto, paragraph [0036]). 

22. As to claim 30, Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as 
set forth in claim 28, wherein the device control management apparatus releases the 
control right for the controlled device in case where the communication device which 
has sent the controlled device operation command is identical with a device having the 
control right that has been set with respect to the controlled device on the basis of the 
controlled device operation command (Makoto, paragraph [0039]). 

23. As to claim 31 , Makoto teaches the device control management apparatus as 
set forth in claim 28, wherein the control management means adds or releases the 
control right in accordance with a type of the control command (adds or releases the 
control right in accordance with the result of distinction of the kind of data whether bit 43 
is acquisition of a right of priority, or a release) (Makoto, paragraphs [0036-0039]). 
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24. Claim 32 is a corresponding device control management apparatus claim that 
contains similar limitation of claim 11; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale . 

25. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this Office Action. 

26. A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire THREE (3) 
months from the mailing date of this communication. See 37 CFR 1 .134. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang N. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3886. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
SPE, Rupal Dharia, can be reached at (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Quang N. Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2141 



